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Stress patterns and syllable structure

Syllable Structure

Spanish syllables prefer to end in vowels, most open syllables you learn first consist of a consonant followed by a
vowel:

nifa papa
casa rana
mama mira

A consonant between two vowels forms a syllable with the following vowel.

ama hada
0so emocion
oro pegamento

Two consonants together form two separate syllables.

escuela es.cue.la.
canto can.to.
cuando cuando

Spanish has strong and weak vowels. The strong vowels are a, e, and o and the weak vowels are i and u. Spanish
syllables can only have one strong vowel. A strong vowel next to one or more weak vowels forms one syllable

together. This is known as a diphthong in linguistics because of the way the vowel sound changes!

reina rei.na.

. ) e [fthree consonants appear together:
veinte veinte. o the first one usually stays with the
cueva cuewva. preceding vowel and the next two

form a syllable with the next vowel.

Two adjacent weak vowels form a dipthong: inglés inglés.

ciudad ciudad. ombligo om.bli.go.

. e Prefixes are syllables of their own.
Two adjacent strong vowels form two separate syllables:

submarino sub.ma.ri.no.
toalla to.alla. desorganizado des.or.ga.ni.za.do.

koala ko.a.la.
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Natural stress

Words that end in a vowel or the consonants n or s have their natural stress on the next to last syllable.

cucaracha volumen
mafana examen

triste tomates
hablo

Words that end in any consonant other than n or s have their natural stress on they final syllable.

salud mujer
amistad cantar
papel doctor
vegetal nariz
La tilde

V¥hen %word does not follow one of these two rules, it will have a written accent (una tilde) on the syllable that is
stressed.

teléfono cancioén
ldmpara leccién
musica dificil
café facil

If a one-syllable word has a tilde, it means there is another word in the language that has the same spelling, but
another meaning.

el the él he
si if si yes
tu your ta you

se oneself sé | know



Greetings

Saludos

To say hello:

Hola
Buenos dias
Buenas tardes

Buenas noches
¢Qué tal?
¢Qué onda?

To say goodbye:

Adids

Hasta luego
Hasta mafiana
Hasta pronto

Nos vemos
o A:
e B:
o A
e B:
o A
e B:
o A
e B:
e A
e B:
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When you first meet someone: H u lA

« Encantado, encantada
e iMucho gusto!
e Esun placer...
o conocerte (casual)
o conocerlo (polite to a male listener)
o conocerla (polite to a female listener)
« Mellamo..
:Cébmo se llama usted? (polite)
:Cémo te llamas? (casual)
:Cémo esta usted? (polite)
:COmo estas? (casual)
« Bien, gracias
o ¢y usted?
o ¢ytu?
« Masomenos

Hola, ¢como te llamas?

Mucho gusto. Yo soy . ¢COémo estas?
LY ta?

Yo estoy . ¢Dé donde eres?

Soy de . cDe dénde eres ta?

Yo soy de . ¢Dénde vives?

Yo vivo en oY ta?

Yo vivo en . iMucho gusto!

Igualmente.



